






PENNSYLVANIA RARE BIRD REPORT FORM 
This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a 
report. Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of 
Pennsylvania. 
Send documentation to: 
Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 
613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, PA 19380 
nickpulcinella@verizon.net 
**************************************************************************-frlt*************************************************** 
SPECIES (common and scientific name): White Ibis (Eudocimus a/bus) 

Subspecies (if known): monotypic 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS: 1 SEX(ES): Unknown 

AGE(S) AND PLUMAGE(S) (e.g. immature; adult in breeding plumage; year for gulls; basic or alternate if you prefer 
those terms; state of molt if applicable): juvenile 

DATE OF OBSERVATION: 15, 16 July 2008 TIME: ~8:15 AM-11:30 AM on 15 July, ~9:30 AM-4:00 PM on 
16 July 

LOCATION (city, borough , township) : Washington Boro, Manor township (Lancaster Co.) 

EXACT SITE (e.g. name of park, lake, road) : Avocet Point, Conejohela Flats 

OBSERVER REPORTING: 
Name: Devin Bosler 
Address: 2074 Jarvis Road 
City: Lancaster State: PA ZIP: 17601 
e-mail (optional): debybo1@lsu.edu phone (optional): (717) 203-1795 

OTHER OBSERVERS (only those who saw and identified the bird with you) : 
Drew Weber, Deuane Hoffman on 15 July, Bob Schutsky on 16 July 

HABITAT (e.g. mowed field, woodland edge, any other details): Freshwater lagoon adjoining major river 
system (Susquehanna) w/ wooded early successional edges, open mudflat, and emergent wetland 
vegetation. 

DISTANCE TO BIRD: within 15-20 meters 

VIEWING CONDITIONS (sky, weather, position of sun relative to you) : Mostly sunny w/ clear skies on both 
dates (hot, humid weather pattern in place over Northeast). Optimal viewing conditions on both 
dates and sun angle relatively high and not a factor. 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT USED: Zeiss Victory FL 8x42, Nikon Fieldscope (w/ 45x optical zoom), Canon 
ZR830 digital video camcorder (w/ 35x optical zoom) 

DESCRIPTION (Include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, 
body shape, and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill , eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant 
to 
this individual) : Medium-sized wading bird w/ long, decurved bill. Juvenal plumage showing dark 
streaking on head and neck. Dark brown on mantle, upperwings, and tail. Dark mantle and tail 
separated by a white rump. Entirely white underparts and underwings w/ dark smudges on outer 
flight feathers. Facial skin pinkish-flesh and bill dull horn. Legs and feet pale greenish-flesh. 
Dark brown irides. 

(Please use an additional page if necessary.) 



BEHAVIOR (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing): The juv. ibis was observed in flight, 
foraging, and at rest. A majority of its time was spent resting and/or preening in the shade of the 
lagoon's wooded edge. Occasionally, it was observed actively probing the mud for aquatic 
invertebrates. Throughout its stay, the ibis was very sedentary and rarely wandered far from one 
particular spot. Although it kept to the ground to rest and forage on most occasions, it often flew 
to a higher perch to roost w/ other waders (Great Egrets, etc.). However, it remained solitary 
during much of its visit. 

VOCALIZATIONS: Silent 

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IF ANY: 
Photograph __ Video recording_ Yes_ Audio recording __ Drawing __ 

Photographer/recorder/illustrator: Devin Bosler 

http:1/picasaweb.google.com/DevinBosler/WhitelbisEudocimusAlbus 

SEPARATION FROM SIMILAR SPECIES (how you eliminated others): Plegadis ibis have entirely dark, 
glossy plumage w/ dark rumps and underparts. 

DISCUSSION - Anything else relevant to the observation that will aid the committee in evaluating it: White Ibis are 
highly migratory and nomadic and prone to long-distance vagrancy. Nearly all records in PA 
pertain to late-summer juveniles that wander north after the breeding season. They breed as far 
north as extreme se. VA. White Ibis have become nearly annual visitors to PA in recent decades. 
The Conejohela Flats in Lancaster Co. have hosted many wandering juvenile ibises over the 
years, including a high count of 17 on 11 Aug 1977 (Morrin et al. 1991). 

(Please use an additional page if necessary) 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND/OR SIMILAR SPECIES: Very familiar w/ all ages of White Ibis from 
years of birding throughout the Southeast. Several thousand observed each year in LA alone. 

ARE YOU POSITIVE OF YOUR IDENTIFICATION? (why or why not): Yes, 100% positive. 

REFERENCES CONSUL TED: 
During observation: none 
After observation: National Geographic Complete Birds of North America (Alderfer et al. 2005) 

DATE OF THIS REPORT: 21 July 2008 

SIGNATURE OF OBSERVER: Devin Bosler 



... 
Record No: 093-01-2008 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: White Ibis Eudocimus albus 

Date of Sighting: 10 July 2008 to 16 July 2008 
County: LANCASTER 
Location : CONEJOHELA FLA TS 
Observer(s): Bob Shutsky et al. 

Date of Submission: 2008 
Submitted by: Devin Eby-Bosler 

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class III Class Class Class Class V Abstain 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 
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